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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-15, drawn to a laundry machine apparatus, classified in class 68, 
subclass 12.08. 

II. Claims 16-26 and 34-37, drawn to an apparatus for washing and drying, 
classified in class 68, subclass 12.13. 

III. Claims 27-33, drawn to a laundry cleaning device, classified in class 68, 
subclass 12.23. 

IV. Claims 38-46 and 47-56, drawn to a process for controlling washing 
cycles/operating, classified in class 8, subclass 158. 

V. Claims 57-62, drawn to a method of manufacturing a laundry cleaning 
device, classified in class 134, subclass 25.4. 

VI. Claims 63-69, drawn to a process of a program control routine, classified 
in class 134, subclass 18. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I, II, and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct if they do not 
overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is shown that at least one 
subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, subcombination of Group I 
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has separate utility such as worl<ing as a laundry machine without washing operations 
or fluid recovery requirements, unlike Group II and works without requirement of a 
controller, unlike Group III. Group II requires washing, as well as drying, and fluid 
recovery, unlike Groups I and III. Group III requires a control device, unlike Groups I 
and II. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions of Groups l-lll and IV-VI are related as apparatus and process for its 
practice. The inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as 
claimed can be practiced by another and materially different apparatus or by hand, or 
(2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and materially different 
process. (MPEP § 806.05(e). In this case Group IV requires a washing cycle, unlike 
Group I; does not require fluid recovery, unlike Group II; and does not require a 
controller, unlike Group III. Group V requires fluid recovery, unlike Group I; does not 
require washing, unlike Group II; and does not require a controller, unlike Group III. 
Group VI requires a washing cycle, unlike Group I; does not require fluid recovery, 
unlike Group II; and does not require a controller, unlike Group III. 

Inventions IV, V, and VI are related as combination and subcombination. 
Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as 
claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for 
patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility by itself or in other 
combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the instant case, the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed because 
subcombination of Group IV has separate utility such as a requirement for providing 
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control parameters for substantially optimizing time and energy usage of the washing 
and drying cycles for a home application, unlike Groups V and VI. Group V requires 
manufacturing of said apparatus by positioning a cooling device along an air-exhaust 
passageway or a cleaning fluid recovery system to recover cleaning fluid, unlike Groups 
IV and VI. Group VI requires a controller, unlike Groups I and II. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rita R. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8701. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

RRP MICHAEL BARR 



SUPERVISORY RfO-ENT EXAMINER 




